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SEPTEMBER 13, 1941
Published now and then by Charles D.
Hornig, at 831 N, Harvard Blvd., in
H ollywood, Calif, Sent free to all
fans who desire it, If you want tho
next issuc, just drop me a. lotter com
menting upon the curront number-~that
is the only chergo,
I DEFENSE OF POGO
In this first number, I wish to
clear: tho name of one of fgndom's top
femininc fons--Pogo--of false accusa-
tions and suspicions, Wo have;alweys
cgreed that fans should "stick toge -
ther," yet we somctimes po out of our
wey .to pess on somo choice bit of mnl
icious scondal about ancther fen. Ve
cen casily understand thet, becauso
fans arc human and weaken to-on occas
sicnal bit of gossip. At the. samc
time, wc should try to curb oursclves
~~to pass on tho ecdmirable bits of.in
formationgsespeeiclly when such a fan
as Pogo is unjustly the subjeect of
sly smiles =nd wise-cracks when a fan
gathering takes place, This condis-
tion has continued for & yeor or more
and I hope this article will prevent

tho situation from growing any worso,

and save a lot of stofans from real
suffering--rlso, of course, to cxoner
ate the nome of "Pogo."
JOE FAN GETS HEART TROUBLE
Joe'Fan hns bcen reading scionco
fiction for several years. Of course
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everyone around him considers him a
bit "odd." His parents admonish him
about reading "that crazy swufiy! _and
ke loses most of his friends, il h

becoras so rautbid as to tuik cfien of
scierce .- fiction ard edvises chem to
trig-iasy Casrces are. if' they cdo try
it, Jee Fan will be alnost complictely
cscrecized,  So what dces he dor

A follow st have cempanionship
so Joe Far tvrnc 4o F'nd-m. Thero he
reveis i1n tne association  »f: fellow-
thirlors. As hoe bepgias to mature, if
ke i1s ctherwise normal, as most of us
are, his mind occasionally turns from
science-{iction to the feminine sex,

He can!'t stand the ordinary scat
ter-braincd female who laughs at sci-
ence-fiction -- and, as.a matter of-
fcet, . she can't stand him very long
either, Result: Joe Fan, introvert,
has vaery littlc association with girl
friends--his cravings cre normal, yet
he can't find a girl to match his i-
decals.

Now Joc Fan has lots of friends
in Fanlom, but of course they are all
follows, Ally Well, nearly all, But
then there's Pogo! She's young, at -
tractivo, unmarried -- and a 8cience-
Fiction Fan to boot! Joe Fen nocds a
girl like Pogo--somcone who thinks as
he does, And befors long, conscious=
ly or otherwise, Joe Fan dccides that
what he needs iﬁ Pogo. She's his i -
doal, Forthwith, he falls for her,
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whether or not ho has actually meot
her --but o lot fostor if he has made
hor porsonal acguaintanco,

Joc Fan is legion: Now he pro-
posos to her by manils Now he plans
to heve the government transfer him,
to her city of rosidence. Now hc oon-
tomplatcs suicidel --bccausa shs doecs
not jump at the chance to marry him,
Now he makcs fruitless cross-country
trips to be with hor,  Now he writecs
her overy day, calls her long dis-
tance, scnds her tclogrums, sonds her
burning love letters and lovo tokons.
Or if hc lives around Los Angelos, he
tokes her out as often as he cen and
proposcs to hor ovory timo. Poor Joe
Fan}-~-and poor Pogol H o, knocking
his head agninst a stono wall--  she
taking tho back-room cbuse of the gos
sips,

Pogo is ordinarily a friondly
porson, She likes scicnce - fiction
and sho likes fans, Why must Joo Fan
misintorprot hor friendly letters and
clways find somcthing in them to give
him nopor Why, when sho writos "If 1
don'* scc you at tho Donvontion, I'll
be awfully disappointed"-- must hefo
and tclic that for an cocoptance to
his proposaly

No girl can help boing flattered
when a fellow offors hor his futuro--
yet on all sides poor Pogo has to say
thet she is pot in love with Joo Fan,
that she didn't intond to load him on




--that she really isn't tho girl for
him, Sometimes Joe Fan bccomes se in
sistoent thot Pogo hos to feign hatred
for him, ond write scathing 1letters
professing her loathing, I don't be-
liove she sincerely means what she
says in thesc letters of "counter-at-
teck "

Stubborn, unreasoning, introver-
tal Joe Fan just can't realizo that
Pogo isn't the girl for him, It will
takc an awful lot of arguing bYeforo
you can convince him of the truth,

EMOTIONALLY UNBALANCED

In the meantime, poor Joe Fan
suffers thc tortures of the damned --
his mental agony is roal and torrific
--211 because hc has built his plans
on drecom castles, and it almost kills
him to sce them come tumbling  down,
For Joe Fan is a serious -minded fel-
low, and when he falls in love, it's
no frivolity.

And why isn't Pogo the girl for
him? Well, for a number of reasons,
Most of the time, Joe knows practic-
ally nothing nbout Pogo, except that
she is a fon--and then ho expects her
to be in love with him} But let us
delve back into the past o bit.

In the first place, Pogo has had
a very misercble childhcod.  Unhappy
family rclations same to distort her
whecle life, For the past threc years

Pogo hes becn lending a life that is

emotionally unbalanced. The hatred



that vos bred into her during certain
unfortunatc occurrences in her child-
hood, such as fcw children arc forced
to endure (it would not be nice to go
into the sordid details)--~this hatred
hzs boen transferrcd to. the ontire
male sex -- and at the same time sho
hes the normal croving of & young
girl for love and a family of her own
-—thus thc emotionnl strugglo between
complete distrust and strong desire.
She,  1like most fans, is rcpross-
ed, and thzt only adds to her misery.
48 - to the fens, she likes them nll
right, o5 fans, but tho minute they
become "males,” that's another story.
Her unhnppy girlhood hes robbed
her of norrr.l sympathy --she docs not
censcicusly encourage poor Joe Fan to
fall for her, but when he doos, she
has no concoption of tho mental suf -
fering ho endures when her "no" fin-

ally ccnvineos him, She can not up-

prociato his feolings on the matter ,
or perhaps she would discovor  somo™
wey to prevent it from becoming so a-
cute. Her idea of a fricnd, on her
own admission, is "someone who can
help me" -~ not someonc whom she can
help-~ nor docs she value friocndship
for it s own sake,, )

as I mentionod bofore, &11 this
is not Pogo's fault, When her mind
and emotions wero young, they were
moulded tho wrong way--distorted from
their rightful growth. The struggle
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that now goos on within her was not
of hor own manking.

But that doosn't holp things for
Joe Fan. One day shoe's hot, thc ncxt
day shc's cold, Onc day ho thinks he
has her, and then comes a noto of icy
torturc. ‘

Arc you a Joo Fany Have you ox-
perienced any of this? The chances
are that you have, because I have a
list of somc of Fendom!s most active
who hove experionced: the misfortunc
to "fall" for Pogo. As for mysolf, I
had e particularly bad casc of it--
not only becauso I was thc first, but
bocausa wo actunlly boecamc ongagod --
unofficially -- beforo shc was "gonc
with the wind,"  Soveral others have
beon through the samo mill--but it is
not true, to my boliof, that shec goos
out of her wey to mako thc fans- fall
for her. It is tho vory naturo of
Joc Fan that causcs him to bring this
misory on himsolf,

Pogo suggested that I write this
article (sho doclined to write it hor
solfy on the ground that it might ap-
pear to somc that she was bragging of
hor powers.) She willingly supplied
me with valuable information, We arc
on friendly terms and understand cach
other as wecll as can be oxpacted,

1f you, Joe Fan, arc now contcm-
plating whot a wonderful mate  Miss™
Pogo would mnke--take a tip and a bit
of advico from both of us} Don't for



a moment - bhlnk that the advemtyre can
be worth the suffering --beceust ey
of us.-Joc Fans who heve hcea <chronga
=1t Wwill assure Jou tunt cu'll srely
regret it if rou let yourses” zui The
frict thet Tozo is a fan deces rot mike
her the girl for you!l
And weu“gossipi--try to realize,
that all thesec hcart-broken Jo¢ Funs
have crouzht’' it on’'themsalvzs, lrd to
you Joc Fons—-¢it down for a few min-
utes and “hink it over. Sec~e ymr -
\ self a lot of worry, trouble.,zcad mon-
tal suffering by injcching a graia of
rcason into your desires,
AAAAAAAARAAAAAAANAI ANF AR AAARMLE A AA~
A COPY OF TYE ABOVE
articloc wns presentocd to Pego upon
its completion, and her reactiens to
it were consistent witn he: liscrdere’
cd emotional procedure, - [ tricd to
coach my terms as favorably ' toward
her &s possible --yet she immcdietoly
took a hostilc attitude tofm:'d ‘the i-
den, after having suggested it, That
is, she was hostile during the first
hour or so -- then she swung back to
the other extreme and becamo vory af-
fectioncte toward me--such & display,
as ‘'shoc had not showored on me for ov-
er threc ycars, But did that 'last?
Of course not! The noxt day shc waos
hostile cgain--this time cven threct-
‘ening., I have bccome accustomed  to
her alterneting current of treatment,
so nothing she e¢an do will bc able™



to surprise me now. What can be
done to help her-- to save her from a
futuro of complcto frustrationy 35
sincerely und oarnestly seck your aid:

in this matters, You are a fan and

your idoas will be holpful. Please
writec to mo at the cddress on the op-
oning pege of this “Bulletin."  Soms
hovo suggestod that whot she noeds- is
trcatment by 2 good psychiatrist, 1.
don't know whether this would bo best
or not, ?

Pogo is one person, You arc ma-
ny, Therefore it 1s important ' that
you first protect yoursclves. Buty,
perhaps 'that can bo donc bost by try=
ing to bring Pogo back to a'sane, log
ical social appreciation -- bring hor
back to rationulity, into the' great:
happy world that can be hers. But
whilo  pulling her “out of tho abyss
soo that you dontt get pulled down
therc with her.

Ploase writo.to me, Fans--I ntecd
The noxt Bulletin will contain’ o fur-
thor analysis of this situation., It
will probably appear in a couple of
wekks, H ow about you putting n your
two centsY Fan cditors are given per
mission to reprint material from this
Bulletin_ ond arc enccuraged to enter”™
into thc discussion in thcir pages.
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